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Introduction  

Jerusalem, December / Chanukah 2019 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

 
You have not heard much from us since the latest Update in May this year. 
But much has happened that will be most important for Yad Elie and more 
for the children we are supporting. Some of the developments you can read 
in this issue; the intention is to have another one in a few months’ time. In 
the meantime, rest assured, our normal work with feeding the malnourished 
children and supporting others who have similar needs is continuing. 

First of all: we have changed the chairmanship. I got Steve Israel and Noomi 
Staal to take it over. The reason is simple: they have both wide circles of  
people who are born Israelis or have lived here and been socially active  
during decennia. Noomi is also an experienced Yad Elie Board member.  
I have been here for only seven years and have a limited number of good 
contacts; my wide circle is in Holland. But to do the work for Yad Elie there,  
I don’t need to be the chairperson.  

Secondly, as you will see from the list, we have added four more Board  
members. They all have much experience in the type of work that is  
needed for Yad Elie. I hope we will present them in the next issue; in the 
meantime you can read some information about them on our website 
(https://yadelie.org/our-team/). 

Thirdly, this time we put the emphasis on the Nevet organization, with which 
we have begun a partnership on some projects. You can here read three  
pages about them. On page 3 you will see how Nevet works just like Yad Elie, 
but around the country and not seriously in  
Jerusalem. We hope that this partnership will help 
us expand our activities in our city.  

On page 4 is the interview with the C.E.O. of Nevet. 
On page 5, titled Field Trip, there is a short report 
on a visit to two schools where Yad Elie and Nevet are already cooperating. 

Finally this time, on page 6 there is an article about the refugees from  
Sudan and Eritrea who have fled into our country. They are families with  
children and with real problems. We are happy that we can join others to 
help these kids to lead a little better life.  

Chanuka sameach – and when you decide on whom should be getting some 

of your Chanuka-geld, then please do remember Yad Elie.     

Rabbi David Lilienthal, Board member 

https://yadelie.org/our-team/
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Steve, how long have you been involved in 

Yad Elie and how did that happen?  

I am quite a newcomer.  I have been involved for 

just over two years.  I’ve been active as a  

volunteer for many years in anti-poverty  

initiatives. This time it was as a result of a chance 

conversation with Marion Kunstenaar, the  

founder of Yad Elie, that I first heard specifically 

of Yad Elie and the work it does.  I went along to 

one of their events, a great concert, 

and I was very impressed by what 

their group of volunteers had 

achieved over the years with  

minimum budgets but with a lot of 

dedication. I decided to join them!  

What is it that made you  

decide to involved yourself  

in the organization? 

I’m a great believer in the idea that a Jewish state 

has a responsibility to create a society that takes 

real care of all. It must leave no problem without 

a solution and no needy person without some 

kind of a safety net, to make sure that those who 

need help don’t fall to the bottom. It might be a 

naïve ideal but it was this belief that a Jewish 

society MUST look like this that brought me here 

to Israel from England, over forty years ago.  

There are some great things in this society but 

there are many areas in which we fall dreadfully 

short. The move to a more intensive capitalistic 

model over the last fifty or so years, has left 

many falling behind as in so many modern  

Western countries.  Yad Elie gave me the  

possibility of trying to do something in one very 

important field, the field of food security for  

children and youth. I am aware that I myself 

grew up with all the advantages of a safe and 

comfortable family framework and I think that 

Dena, my wife and I have managed to provide 

that framework for our own biological children.   

 

 

 

 

But in my opinion, those of us who grew up in  

privilege have a social responsibility to try and  

provide a set of better options, for all those who did 

not. This is my way of trying to pay things forward.  

Is there really such a great need for what 

you do? 

Absolutely. We are a relatively wealthy society 

plagued by poverty and hunger.  Jerusalem is a very 

poor city where areas of immense wealth sit next to 

places of great poverty.  It is inex-

cusable in my eyes. We all need to 

roll up our sleeves and try and  

create something better, something 

fairer. Ideally, the government 

should do this, but for the last two  

generations our governments have 

followed the characteristic  

Western model of an uncaring and 

often ruthless capitalism which is 

good for the few but leaves far too many behind.  I 

wish it were different but if the NGO sector does not 

get involved, far too many would go under.  We 

cannot let that happen.  

What are your goals for your current year?  

To strengthen ourselves financially and to enlarge 

our capacity, so as to enable us to reach more kids 

and youth.  There are thousands out there who need 

support in this area.  We help as many as we can, 

but there is so much more to do. I would like to see 

us double our capacity to help in the next few years.  

What is your longer term vision?  

Just like the Prophets said - each person should have 

enough and be content with whatever they have. Of 

course it’s an ideal and of course it’s naïve on the 

one hand. But on the other hand, if visions of vines 

and fig trees were good enough for Micah and the 

other biblical visionaries, they are also good enough 

for me.   

Talking with a Chair 
an interview with Steve Israel, one of our two new co-chairs 
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In July this year members of the Yad Elie board 

had a first meeting with Rotem, the director of the 

Nevet organization. It felt as if we were looking at 

a mirror image of ourselves! There are differences 

to be sure. We are Yerushalmim, who are doing 

our best to deal with food insecurity among kids in 

educational frameworks within Jerusalem.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nevet is a national organization which works in 

schools throughout the whole country. We are all 

volunteers, except Lea, our part-time coordinator. 

But we try and be as professional as possible in the 

way we organize our work.   

Nevet is a small but dynamic professional  

organization.  But the vision, the priorities and the 

values are the same.  We both believe that kids 

need to eat sound food in order to learn better.   

We believe that good learning can expand  

opportunities later in life.  And we believe that  

being fed with good nourishing food is something 

that should be the fundamental right of every child, 

whoever they are, wherever they live and whatever 

the social and economic status of their parents.  

And since we found that all these things are  

exactly the same for both organizations, a  

partnership was born.  

Initially we came into contact as a result of a 

survey that we in Yad Elie were making of  

organisations and institutions who, like us,  

 

 

 

 

are involved in the fight against food insecurity, 

either in the Jerusalem area or nationally. Our 

feeling that we were too small, too isolated. We 

were hardly in touch with the other players in 

the field, we hardly knew them.  

During the survey we found Nevet. One of us 

went to meet them in their home in Ra’anana in 

the centre of Israel. We met Rotem, who at that 

time was trying to work out how to extend her 

organization’s work in the Jerusalem area. They 

had found that the municipality was really  

uncooperative.  We suggested that we might 

serve as their partners in the Jerusalem area…

and thus the foundation was laid for a wider 

meeting, which ultimately led to the partnership.   

They requested financial assistance for four 

schools for this year.  We agreed to help in three 

of the four schools as the fourth stood outside 

our municipal boundaries that define the area 

where we work.  

 

 

 

 

 

On pages 4 and 5 you can read two more  

articles about our impressions of our first visit 

to two of the schools we are supporting together 

with them.  Our hope is that this natural  

partnership will grow and expand over coming 

years. This way we will together be able to get 

to ever more needy children and youth within 

Jerusalem, the poorest city in Israel. 

See more on www.nevet.org/en/  

PARTNERING WITH NEVET 

mailto:See%20more%20on%20www.nevet.org/en/
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 Rotem, can you tell us something of your personal  

 background before you arrived at Nevet?  

 I’m a lawyer by training.  I worked at the legal department 

 of the Knesset (Parliament) in the Employment, Welfare 

 and Health committee. I have been connected with social  

 action already for many years. I set up an organization  

 connecting students with elderly people to teach them  

computer skills. In the last six years I have hosted a Passover Seder (festive ritual meal) 

for 110 poor and isolated Holocaust survivors. When I finished working in the Knesset  

I decided that I should turn to the world of social action and that is how I got to Nevet.  

What attracted you to work with Nevet? 

The ability to take a social problem and to be able to find a solution from beginning to 

end. In Israel there are about 20,000 schoolchildren who arrive at school without food for 

the day. This is a problem which can be solved, as opposed to many social issues and 

problems which cannot be solved in a complete way.  

How do you see the success of the project till now? 

Every year we manage to expand the number of kids that we work with. Since this last 

September we have increased the number of kids we have helped by around 1,300. From 

my point of view, apart from the large number, we manage to touch the lives of these kids 

in a practical, daily way.  

What are your ambitions for Nevet over the next five years?  

What would be success from your point of view?  

To get to all 20,000 kids who need us. At the moment we help 8,600. We want to be able 

to support another 11,400 kids in order to reach our target.  

How do you see the cooperation between Nevet and Yad Elie in Jerusalem? 

The cooperation with Yad Elie will enable us to work in two schools that we had not  

previously been able to help. They were on a waiting-list for us, together with many other 

schools. In addition, we are strengthening our work in a school we were already  

marginally involved with. This cooperation will enable us to help another 72 kids, to give 

them a nourishing sandwich every day of the school year.  

I discovered amazing people for whom social action for children in need is a burning  

issue. I am very hopeful that we will manage to preserve and indeed expand this  

cooperation in the future.  

INTERVIEW WITH ROTEM YOSEF-GILADI 

C.E.O. OF NEVET  
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On a wintry day in mid-December, Yad Elie 

board members Steve Israel and Neil  

Perlman, along with Rotem Giladi of Nevet, 

made our initial visit to two of the schools 

that we have agreed to support as partners 

this year: the Teddy Kollek High School in 

Pisgat Ze’ev in the north east section of  

Jerusalem and the Lady Davis school in  

Kiryat HaYovel in south west part of the 

city.  

At each school we met with the school  

principal and those involved in the project. 

This provides sandwich lunches for pupils 

whose home circumstances are known as 

problematic to the school social support 

staff.  

Each morning, fresh 

rolls are delivered 

by a national bakery 

chain; Yad Elie and 

Nevet pay for them. 

They are used to 

make up trays of 

sandwiches, using 

healthy fillings from 

products delivered every two weeks by 

Nevet’s own distribution system.  

At the Teddy Kollek High School this  

preparation is carried out by volunteers from 

the local community centre; at Lady Davis it 

is done by staff volunteers.  

The trays are then placed in school offices, 

where they are collected by the pupils who 

need them. No labels or names are used.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the case of pupils who may not want to be 

seen receiving the sandwich, school staff 

deliver them individually and discreetly.  

At present this service is taken up by 48  

pupils at the Teddy Kollek High School and 

24 at the Lady Davis High School.  

In both cases the head teachers had no 

doubts that for the pupils concerned, the 

sandwiches makes a huge difference to their  

learning in the class. It is the first year that 

the schools have had a proper answer to the 

food needs of the students who have not 

been able to bring food from home for their 

school day.  

Up till now the schools 

have tried to help on an 

occasional basis but 

they have had no  

budget or framework to 

deal with the issue.  

Now they are getting 

this from us and they 

are really grateful. It 

means that dozens of 

youngsters can get down to study, as they 

are meant to be doing in school, rather than  

being distracted by an empty stomach.  We 

are delighted to help the schools and to help 

the students. Study on!  

www.nevet.org/en/ 

www.nevet.org/en/what-we-do  

www.nevet.org/en/generating-change-in-

education/  

FIELD TRIP!  

OUR FIRST VISIT TO OUR JOINT  

YAD ELIE/NEVET PROJECT  

https://www.nevet.org/en/what-we-do
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HELPING AFRICAN REFUGEES IN JERUSALEM 

Yad Elie recently embarked on a new project with a new target group, the children of African asylum 

seekers, perhaps the most vulnerable group living in Israel at the moment. In the last few years, Israel 

has taken strong measures to prevent the arrival of more asylum seekers but there are some 30 to 

40,000 asylum seekers in the country.  Most of Israel’s asylum seekers are from Eritrea and the Sudan 

and are based in the Tel Aviv area. But there are several thousand in Jerusalem, the vast majority of 

whom have come from Eritrea, fleeing one of the world’s worst dictatorships. Many of those in  

Jerusalem are families with young children.  

The lives of refugees tend to be difficult all over the world and in this respect, Israel is no exception.  

As a result a number of NGO’s have developed manners to help this disadvantaged population.  In  

Jerusalem there is now one major organization, the Jerusalem African Community Centre, which tries 

with the help of many dozens of volunteers to address essential needs of the community.  Last year 

they opened a new project, the learning centre for kids from third to sixth grades.  About fifteen kids 

come after school three times a week for about three hours of fun educational activities, one on one 

personally tailored learning with professional teachers and help with homework.  The kids are referred 

by the schools and the local education authority.  The reality of growing up in a family within the  

asylum seeking community is that in very few cases parents can help their kids with homework and 

educational stimulus. The reasons are both because of lack of time (most adults work very long hours 

in low paid, menial jobs) and lack of their own educational resources.  They have language limitations 

and, in addition, many never received more than a very basic education themselves before they fled 

their home countries.  Thus all kids can do with a helping hand.  The results of this program show 

clearly in the schools with whom the program maintains regular contact.  There is considerable  

improvement in the case of every kid in the centre.   

During the past year we have taken on ourselves to provide nourishing lunches for the kids when they 

come from school to the centre before they start their afternoon learning.  This allows the Community 

Centre to divert funds to new programs for their parents and other needy groups in the community. 

We are very happy to be in a position to support this extremely impressive centre with such an  

important project.     

For more information 

Yad Elie website: www.yadelie.org   

Yad Elie Facebook:  

Search on Yad Elie (not Yad Eliezer) or 

https://www.facebook.com/Yad-Elie-

472739586157973/ 

For Donations, go to  

https://yadelie.org/donate-now/ 

For Contact write to us on yadelie2002@gmail.com 

or see https://yadelie.org/contact/ 

 

 

The CIS (Centrum Israëlstudies in Ede) has a nice  

brochure about Yad Elie (in the Dutch language!).  

To see it go to the CIS website on 

http://www.centrumvoorisraelstudies.nl/  

Find the photo with the title “In Israël” and click on 

the button “Ons Werk”.  Then click on “Projecten” 

in the horizontal menu at the top of the page, and 

then on Yad Elie.  

The video is very good, but note that 

the language is Dutch.  The direct 

link is http://hetcis.nl/projecten-

yad-elie/   

http://www.yadelie.org
https://www.facebook.com/Yad-Elie-472739586157973/
https://www.facebook.com/Yad-Elie-472739586157973/
https://yadelie.org/donate-now/
mailto:yadelie2002@gmail.com
https://yadelie.org/contact/
http://www.centrumvoorisraelstudies.nl/
http://hetcis.nl/projecten-yad-elie/
http://hetcis.nl/projecten-yad-elie/

